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INDEX OF STRESS DATA FOR THE NORTH AMERICAN AND PARTS OF THE PACIFIC PLATE

This index contains data on principal stress orientations for the entire 
North American plate including the Western Atlantic Basin as well as parts 
of the westernmost Pacific plate. The data are plotted on the maps in 
Figures 1 and 2. The primary source for these data is a compilation of 
stress data for the conterminous United States by Zoback and Zoback (1980) 
although many new data have been added and several data have been deleted 
from the compilation after re-evaluation. The index numbers associated with 
these deleted data have not been reused in order to avoid confusion when 
comparing the current data set with the original compilation. Most of the 
data in western Canada comes from Gough and Bell (1981) and Gough and others 
(1983), the data in eastern Canada are taken from the compilation of 
Hasegawa and Adams (198 ), and the Alaskan data are from Nakamura and others 
(1977). Data points in the Western Atlantic are discussed in Zoback and 
others (1984).

The contents of this stress data index are displayed in an easy-to-read 
form on Table 1. The data in the file are arranged alphabetically by state 
and are generally indexed within each state from south to north. For each 
site, the location, azimuth of maximum principal horizontal stress, stress 
regime, and the type of indicator are listed. Details regarding the types 
of stress indicators can be found in Zoback and Zoback (1980) with the 
exception of the indicator, IS-PC. A summary of this method is given in 
Bollinger and Wheeler (1982). This file does not contain site names, 
individual references, or detailed comments for each record. This 
information will be included in a separate report which will be keyed to the 
data file described here. The use of a software map plotting package, 
GEOPLOT (Ward, 1984), to plot data from this file on any standard map 
projection about any pole is also the subject of a separate U. S. Geological 
Survey open file report (Schiltz, 1984).



A sample of the actual data file is shown on Figure 3. The data are in 
the following format:

Azimuth
maximum

State State Lati- Longi- horiz.princ. Stress Type of Orient. Location 
Name Index tude tude stress____regime indicator index index____

(1) (2) (3) (A) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
a2, i3, fl0.3,fl0.3, Ix, i3, Ix , a5, lx, a7, 2x , il, Ix, il

1. State name is given by the two letter postal abbreviation.

2. State index gives the numbering of data points within each state.

3. Latitude is given in decimal degrees, north latitude positive.

A. Longitude is given in decimal degrees, east longitude positive.

5. Azimuth (0° to 360°) of maximum horizontal principal stress measured 
clockwise from north.

6. The stress regimes indicated are: 
N - normal faulting 
SS - strike slip faulting 
T - thrust or reverse faulting 
"?" - indicates stress regime is uncertain 
Two regime types separated by a slash indicate mixed modes of 
deformation; the predominant stress regime is listed first.

7. The types of stress indicators are divided into three main categories: 
Geologic indicators:

G-VA Volcanic alignment (primarily dikes and cinder cones) 
G-FS Fault slip based on strike of fault and primary sense of

offset
G-FS(G) Fault slip indicated by grooves and slickensides 
G-FS(H) Fault slip based on measured offsets in historic earthquakes



Earthquake focal mechanisms:

FM(S) Single event mechanism 
FM(C) Composite mechanism
FM(A) Average stress direction inferred from several single event 

or composite mechanisms (considered the most reliable)

In-situ stress measurements:

IS-HF Hydraulic fracture 
IS-OC Overcore 
IS-DE Drill-hole elongation
IS-PC Fractures observed in petal-centerline cores (Bollinger and 

Wheeler, 1982)

In some cases several types of indicators are available for a single 
site. In these cases, the stress indicator code is:

M - Mixed, detailed comments (separate file), provide 
additional information

Index to indicate uncertainty in location. If index has a value of 
1, then location is approximate.

Index to indicate uncertainty in stress orientation. If index has a 
value of 1, then orientation is approximate. Detailed comments 
(separate file) provide more information on the nature of the 
uncertainty.
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FIGURE CAPTIONS

Figure 1: Maximum principal horizontal stress orientations from data 
index for much of North America. Transverse Mercator projection, 
central meridian lOOow.

Figure 2: Maximum principal horizontal stress orientations from data 
index for Alaska and surrounding regions. Transverse Mercator 
projection, central meridian lOOow.

Figure 3: Sample of records in stress data file.
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»
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3 o . o 7 0 N

36.870 .»

3 6 . 9 b 0 N

3 b . d 4 0 N

37.000 N

33.840 tf

L 0 N (» 1 1 J D b" 
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